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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

This report details the consultations and submissions that came about following the Part VIII display period regarding the Proposed 
Cycle Scheme at Meadowbrook Road, Maynooth, Co. Kildare.  
 
Plans and particulars of this scheme were available for inspection or purchase for a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a 
copy, at the offices of Kildare County Council from 22nd March 2022 to 22nd April 2022. Submissions could be made on or before 17:00 
on the 06th May 2022. 
 
A Newspaper Notice was published in the Leinster Leader and The Nationalist on the 22nd March 2022.  
 
Plans and particulars of the proposed development are also be available to view on Kildare County Council’s website at: 
https://consult.kildarecoco.ie/en/consultation/part-8-proposed-cycle-scheme-green-lane-leixlip-planning-reference-p8202206 and 
www.gov.ie/en/consultations/  
 
Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development 
of the area in which the proposed development would be situated could be made online at: 
 
https://consult.kildarecoco.ie/en/consultation/part-8-proposed-cycle-scheme-meadowbrook-maynooth-planning-reference-

p8202206 
 
Alternatively, submissions could be made in writing to the address below on or before 17:00 on the 06th May 2022. 
 
Senior Executive Officer,  
Roads Transportation and Public Safety Department, 
Kildare County Council, 
Áras Chill Dara,  
Devoy Park, Naas,Co. Kildare 
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3. CONCLUSION 
 
Having reviewed the submissions made from those listed in Table 2.2 and Table 2.3 and with respect to the points raised and the 
associated responses from the submissions, it is concluded that the proposed development would be in accordance with the provisions 
of the Kildare County Development Plan (2017-2023) and would therefore be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable 
development of the area. 
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Proposed Cycle Scheme at Meadowbrook, Maynooth 

Plannning Ref. P82022.06 

Part 8 Development - Circulation List 

Elected members:  

Members of Clane-Maynooth Municipal District 

Members of the Oireachtas 

James Lawless TD 

Catherine Murphy TD 

Bernard Durkan TD 

Réada Cronin TD 

Vincent P. Martin TD 

Kildare County Council 

Planning Department  

Eoghan Ryan – DOS  

Mairead Hunt - SEO 

Emer Ui Fhatharta – Senior Planner 

Caroline O’Donnell – A/Senior Planner 

Elaine Donohoe - Executive Planner 

Bridget Loughlin – Heritage Officer 

Ruth Kidney – Conservation Officer (conservationofficer@kildarecoco.ie) 

Housing Department 

Annette Aspell - DOS 

David Creighton – A/Senior Architect 

Alan Dunney – Senior Executive Officer 

Roads, Transportation, Public Safety & Development Control 
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Evelyn Wright, Director of Services 

David Reel, A/SE 

John McGowan, SE 
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Dónal Hodgins, SE 

Ronan Linnane – Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District Roads Engineer 

Cyril Buggie Clane-Maynooth Municipal District Roads Engineer  
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John O’Neill, SEE 

Jonathan Walsh, Traffic Management 
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Environment Department 

Colm Flynn, SEE 

Chris Galvin, SE 

Ken Kavanagh, SEO 

Water Services Department 

Joe Boland, Director of Services 

Ibrahim Bargouthi F, SE 

Fire Services 

Celina Barerett, Chief Fire Officer 

Health & Safety 

Michael Hurley, Health and Safety Officer 

Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Marian Higgins, A/Director of Services 

Paula O’Brien, SEO 

Christine O’Grady, SEO 
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Simon Wallace, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent     

IT Department 

Rory Hopkins, Head of Information Systems 

Prescribed Bodies & Third Parties 

The Arts Council 

National Monuments Service (Part of DCHG) 

Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly 

Office of Public Works 

National Museum of Ireland 

The Heritage Council 

An Taisce 
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Failte Ireland 

National Parks and Wildlife Service 

BirdWatch Ireland 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Waterways Ireland 

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) - Environmental Unit 

NTA 

Bus Eireann 

Ervia (includes GNI, IW, Aurora) 

Irish Water  

HSE National Office - Health and Wellbeing 

ESB Head Office 

Health &Safety Authority 

Road Safety Authority 

Dept. of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

Córas Iompair Eireann 

Chief Fire Officer 
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Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 

National Tourism Development Authority 

An Garda Síochána 

Gáis Networks Ireland 

Industrial Development Authority Ireland 

Irish Wildlife Trust 

Tree Council of Ireland 

Eir Group HQ 

Dept. of Education 

Dept. of Environment, Climate and Communications 

Dept. of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

Dept. of Rural and Community Development 

Dept. of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media 

Department of Transport  
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Part 8 - Proposed Cycle Scheme at 
Meadowbrook, Maynooth - Planning reference 
P82022.06 

 

 

Submissions 

 

 

Observations report 



23 Records 

Page 2 of 11 

16 May 2022, 2:56pm 

URN Author Location Map Attached 

KCC-C74-1 Enda Gorman Meadowbrook Link Road No 

 

Title: Access to Cycle Lane from Straffan Wood Estate 

Theme: Cycle Lane 

Could the Engineer please review the possibility of adding an access point from the Cycle Path on the 
Northern side of Meadowbrook Link Road to make it easier to access from Straffan Wood Estate.  I 
live in this estate and regularly cycle to/from the estate but never use the path on the north side of the 
Link Road as there is no drop kerb to facilitate bicycle access to or exit from the cycle path.  The 
Southern side path is used extensively as it is on that side of the road. The best place for this would 
be a drop kerb with access to the cycle path opposite the main entrance to Straffan Wood Estage. 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-1 Enda Gorman Meadowbrook Link Road No 

 

Title: Proposed Cycle Scheme at Meadowbrook, Maynooth 

Theme: Cycle Lane 

Can the engineer please review the condition of the cycle path outside Hayfield Estate.  When this 
estate was built it was torn up and has not been properly replaced.  This needs to be repaired as my 
observation is that cyclists do not use it particularly in wet weather as it is just a large puddle. 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-2 Drew Shiel Meadowbrook Road, 
Maynooth 

No 

 

Title:  

Theme: Cycle Lane 

I'm fully in suport of better cycling infrastructure on the Meadowbrook Road. I suggest that there be 
physical barriers between the cycle lane and the car lane, though, as this makes cycling vastly safer. 
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KCC-C74-3 Cale Lawlor  No 

 

Title: Department of Public Health Response to Consultation: Proposed Cycle Scheme at 
Meadowbrook, Maynooth - Planning reference P82022.06 

Theme: Cycle Lane 

See attached document 

Attachments (1) 

DPH Consultation - Proposed Cycle Scheme at Meadowbrook, Maynooth - Planning reference 
P82022.06.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-4 Beaufield Area 
Residents' Association 

Beaufield Close / 
Beaufield Road 

No 

 

Title: Beaufield Area Residents Association Submission 

Theme: part 8 

Submission attached as word document and .pdf 

Attachments (1) 

BARA Submission on Proposed Cycle Scheme -Redacted.docx 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-5 National Museum of 
Ireland 

Meadowbrook, Maynooth No 

 

Title: Part 8 - Cycle Scheme, Meadowbrook, Maynooth - Submission received from National 
Museum of Ireland 



23 Records 

Page 4 of 11 

16 May 2022, 2:56pm 

Theme: Cycle Lane 

Submission received from National Museum of Ireland 

Attachments (1) 

National Museum of Ireland - Submission.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-6 Maynooth Cycling 
Campaign 

Maynooth No 

 

Title: Maynooth Meadowbrook 220415 Final 

Theme: part 8 

The observations are included in the attached file. 

  

Attachments (1) 

Maynooth Meadowbrook 220415 FINAL.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-7 Meadowbrook Residents 
Association 

 No 

 

Title:  

Observation 

• Walls in the meadowbrook estate are in poor repair. Can they be repaired/replaced as part of 
this project as the works may destabilise them further 

• If trees are removed along the road can they be replaced or new shrubs planted 

• Can bins [waste and dog] be included on a few locations along the road 

• Can bollards that seperate our estate from old Greenfield be replaced where they are broken 

• Can all the name stones for the estate be preserved and appropriately planted after the work 
is complete 



23 Records 

Page 5 of 11 

16 May 2022, 2:56pm 

• Consider where meadowbrook road meets the Newtown road as there is no cycle path on the 
Newtown road as there is a bus stop on the corner so it may create a danger to cyclists 

• The new road is likely to attract more cyclists, walkers and cars. Therefore there will be more 
traffic within the estates which are in a poor state so it will increase the possibility of accidents 
if the roads and footpaths are not repaired in conjunction with the new road. It will also create 
a scenario where there is state of the art roads and footpaths next to estates which have 
been left in neglect for many years which reflects poorly on the management of the wider 
area.  Therefore can the estates linking into the main road be repaired at the same time which 
will also reduce costs in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-8 David  Hannify  No 

 

Title:  

Theme: Cycle Lane 

*large sections of footpaths on Meadowbrook Road are in a serious state of disrepair and need to be 
removed completely with new concrete paths poured.  
* dropped kerbs need to be installed where current footpaths on Meadowbrook Road meet 
Meadowbrook Avenue, Close and Lawns 

* walls in the  meadowbrook estate are in poor repair - can they be repaired/replaced as part of this 
project as the works might destabilise them further.  
* as so many trees are being removed particularly on the meadowbrook road can new trees be 
planted or shrubs if more appropriate.  
* Can bins be provided?  
* can the bollards that separate our estate from old Greenfield be replaced where they are broken?  
* can all the name stones for the estate be preserved and appropriately planted after the work is 
complete  
* can they review where the meadowbrook road meets the Newtown road as there is no cycle path on 
the Newtown  rd abd there is a bus stop on that corner so maybe dangerous for cyclists turning the 
corner.  

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-9 Tom Madden At road junctions  No 

 

Title: Replacing trees 
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Theme: part 8 

Will you please replace the trees with ever-green shrubs, planted close to any wall along the 
proposed route. 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-9 Tom Madden At road junctions  No 

 

Title: Road markings 

Theme: Cycle Lane 

Would you please ensure there are effective, long lasting road signs and road markings at cycle-
lane/road junctions, warning drivers to stop and yeild to cyclists. The existing road markings at the 
meadowbrook road/newtown road are not obvious to drivers 9are fadded away) and drivers 
approaching from the Newtown direction to Maynooth, often do not stop at the stop line. 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-9 Tom Madden At road junctions  No 

 

Title: Drainage 

Theme: part 8 

Please ensure the proposed development has sufficient capacity to deal with heavy and prolonged 
periods of rain to avoid flooding of the road, cycle land and footpath. 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-10 Maynooth Community 
Council 

Meadowbrook, Maynooth No 

 

Title: Part 8 - Cycle Scheme, Meadowbrook, Maynooth 



23 Records 

Page 7 of 11 

16 May 2022, 2:56pm 

Theme: Cycle Lane 

See attached letter. 

Attachments (1) 

Maynooth Community Council Submission.docx 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-11 fiona O Sullivan Maynooth No 

 

Title: Part 8 - Proposed Cycle Scheme at Meadowbrook, Maynooth - Planning reference 
P82022.06 

Theme: Cycle Lane 

Walls in the Meadowbrook estate bordering the road / proposed cycle lane are in poor repair and the 
building works associated with the proposal will further negatively impact on these and destabilise 
them further causing a public health hazard for those using the cycle path. Can they be replaced or 
repaired as part of this process. 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-11 fiona O Sullivan Maynooth No 

 

Title: Landscaping 

Theme: Cycle Lane 

There was no landscaping plan submitted with the planning application. There are many trees located 
on the site which enhance our community and in my opinion must kept or replaced appropriately. 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-11 fiona O Sullivan Maynooth No 
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Page 8 of 11 

16 May 2022, 2:56pm 

 

Title: Entrance Stones 

Theme: Cycle Lane 

Will all the name stones at the entrances to the estates / roads bordering the cycle path be preserved 
and replanted after work is finished? 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-11 fiona O Sullivan Maynooth No 

 

Title: Increased traffic 

Theme: Cycle Lane 

Together with the increased traffic through the estates due to the new / enhanced walkways between 
various estates, and now, the proposed cycle path, footpaths and roads  in  Meadowbrook which join 
onto the main road through the estate which already are in a dangerous condition for pedestrians, 
cyclists and those with mobility issues will deteriorate further unless urgent work is completed. The 
plan makes no mention of this. 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-11 fiona O Sullivan Maynooth No 

 

Title: Litter 

Theme: Cycle Lane 

No provision for additional bins in the plan, which is needed with the increased footfall the plan will 
bring. 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-11 fiona O Sullivan Maynooth No 
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16 May 2022, 2:56pm 

 

Title: Junction of Meadowbrook and Newtown Road 

Theme: Cycle Lane 

Where the Meadowbrook Road meets the Newtown Road needs to be looked at as there is no cycle 
path on the Newtown Road as well as a bus stop at the corner which may be a danger to cyclists 
turning said corner. 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-11 fiona O Sullivan Maynooth No 

 

Title: Bollards at Old Greenfield 

Theme: Cycle Lane 

As part of the works, can the bollards at the bottom of Old Greenfield be replaced as they are a 
hazard in current state. 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-12 Maynooth Access Group Meadowbrook Road, 
Maynooth, Co. Kildare 

No 

 

Title: Proposed cycle scheme at Meadowbrook, Maynooth 

Theme: part 8 

Please see attached submission re Signal Controlled Crossing on Meadowbrook Road 

  

Attachments (1) 

Maynooth Access Group Meadowbrook Cycle Scheme - Redacted.pdf 
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KCC-C74-13 Peter Hamilton Meadowbrook Road No 

 

Title: Landscaping and Nature 

Theme: Cycle Lane 

The design shows significant tree removal. In Beaufield 41 mature trees are to be removed 
representing a total of 33%. On Meadowbrook Road 25 mature trees are being removed, representing 
60% of the total. In total this is a sever loss of mature trees. 

It is recognised that some of this is essential to allow for the benefits of a positive new cycling and 
pedestrian environment, but it takes significant time for new trees to mature resulting in a significant 
loss to nature and public amenity.  It is essential that these are all replaced with mature trees or 
replaced on a 3 for 1 basis with young trees to maintain an appropriate level of planting in support of 
nature, biodiversity and amenity. 

The Meadowbrook Estates on either side of Meadowbrook Road were completed in 1999 and have 
not been taken in charge by Kildare County Council. As a result, some of the area is in very poor 
repair. Many roads, footpaths, boundary walls and trees within the estate are in poor state of repair. 
These works are an opportunity for a positive upgrade of the part of the area along Meadowbrook 
Road. Can I request that everything possible is done in the scope of this plan to complete a very 
positive new public realm space. 

Can I further request that this is taken account in the landscape planning for the finished new cycle-
paths and footpaths. That due care and attention is paid to any boundary walls facing onto the road 
that are in disrepair. Where some improvement or repair can be done within scope and budget of the 
cycle path plan this is done to achieve a high standard of finish in the completed project. 

For the purpose of biodiversity support as well as amenity, and to provide an upgrade to the 
neighbourhood surrounding Meadowbrook Road a very positive nature-oriented landscaping plan is 
adopted. Where trees are removed mature trees are planted as replacement on a one-for-one basis 
wherever possible. Where it is not possible to plant mature tees three young trees/saplings are 
planted for each mature tree. That all trees and hedgerows planted are native species. That no 
planting of species on the national biodiversity centre's invasive species list or other invasive species 
lists are used particularly including bay laurel. 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC-C74-14 Peter Hamilton No No 

 

Title: Cycle lane junctions and connections 

Theme: Cycle Lane 

The connection from Beaufield Close to Newtown Road shows the cycle lanes not continuing all the 
way to Newtown Road. Can the design be improved to continue the lanes to Newtown Road to give a 
continuous path as far as Newtown Road with a safe connection then onto Newtown Road. This will 
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particularly support vulnerable and young cyclists? 

From the maps of the proposed cycle path designs it is unclear that there is a continuous cycle path 
on each of the junctions, in particular the major junctions. Can continuity of cycle path be ensured at 
the junctions of Beaufield Close to Meadowbrook Road, Meadowbrook Road to Meadowbrook Link 
Road in particular? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Submission by Gary O’Daly 

 

On behalf of  

Beaufield Area Resident’s Association 

(BARA) 

 

 In relation to 

 

Planning reference P82022.06  

Part 8 – Proposed Cycle Scheme at 
Meadowbrook, Maynooth 

  



Background of Beaufield Area Resident’s Association 

Beaufield Area Residents’ Association (BARA) is the local residents’ association representing 
the residents of the 159 houses that make up the Beaufield Estate. This comprises of the 8 cul-
de-sacs of Green, Close, Drive, Avenue, Lawn, Crescent, Grove and Gardens (image 1) which 
lie between Meadowbrook Road and Newtown Road in Maynooth. 

Image 1 – Beaufield Area detailing cul-de-sacs and green space area 

BARA is a member of the Kildare Public Participation Network (ref. KEPPN-01384). BARA 
is overseen by an elected committee of 8 residents whose primary mission is to ensure the 
maintenance of the green space of the estate (marked in green in image 1). This is done by the 
annual contracting of a landscaper to cut the grass, the collection of green space maintenance 
fees from households and the applying for grants where they may be of use in achieving this 
goal.  

A BARA committee member also represents the Association on the Maynooth Community 
Council which allows the association stay informed of activities which may affect residents in 
the Maynooth area and also make representations on behalf of residents on matters that may 
concern them. 

 



Observations 

BARA broadly welcomes the proposed cycle scheme at Meadowbrook which proposes to 
provide a segregated high quality cycle route on Meadowbrook Road, Old Greenfield Road 
and Beaufield Close which runs through the central core of the Beaufield Estate.  

The Association would like to draw attention to one area of confusion that has arisen out of the 
Part 8 Consultation Document that has been posted on the Kildare County Council Website. 
The document refers to the 410m road that runs through the estate from Meadowbrook Road 
to Newtown Road as Beaufield Close. To the residents of the Beaufield Estate, Beaufield Close 
is the smallest cul-de-sac on the estate comprising of 12 houses and not the central thoroughfare 
which gives access to each of the individual cul-de-sacs in the Beaufield Estate. Therefore, for 
the rest of this submission the Association will refer to this 410m road as Beaufield Road and 
not Beaufield Close.  

The Association would like to mention that when Beaufield was originally constructed, it was 
envisioned that the Beaufield Estate would be a cul-de-sac with a single entry point on the 
Newtown Road. As we know the Beaufield Road now also opens out onto the Meadowbrook 
Road providing an alternative link road between the Newtown Road and the Meadowbrook 
Road. As a result, considerably more traffic travels through the estate than was originally 
planned, effectively making the central thoroughfare of the estate a key artery in the Maynooth 
traffic network.  

The Association would also like the planners to understand that the Beaufield Estate is a single 
estate comprising of 8 cul-de-sacs off a central thoroughfare rather than as 8 individual estates 
as referred to in 4.2.2 of the Part 8 Report.   

The Association sees the proposed development as an opportunity not only to prioritise both 
pedestrian and cyclist movements as well as regularise permeability links in the area but also 
to improve the safety and aesthetic of the general area to the benefit of the residents of 
Meadowbrook, Beaufield and Old Greenfield along with the wider Maynooth population.  

The Association also welcomes the proposed realignment of existing car parking spaces on 
Beaufield Road. The realignment is greatly needed given the wide radius the shops on the 
Beaufield Road serve. Parking and the movement of not only vehicular, but also pedestrian and 
cycle traffic can be extremely dangerous at busy times. The presence of Maynooths’ only cycle 
shop in this complex also raises the importance that this realignment of car parking spaces 
serves the needs of all modes of transport who use the area.  

  



Requests for Consideration 

In considering the proposed cycle scheme the Association would like to highlight three areas 
in which we would request that the Council pay particular attention and give consideration to 
the following requests: 

1. Speed  

The Association would like to point out that while the Beaufield Road provides a vital transport 
corridor to vehicular traffic in Maynooth, the road itself is mainly intended as an access road 
for residents to the cul-de-sacs of the Beaufield Estate. While traffic calming measures 
including speed ramps and signage (Image 2) have been present for many years, the volume 
and speed of the traffic which transits through the estate is still a concern for the residents, 
especially those with young children who play on the green spaces either side of Beaufield 
Road. The Association notes that according to 5.1 of the Part 8 Report, the proposed speed 
limit for Beaufield Road is 50km/h. 

 

Image 2 – Traffic Calming Signs on Beaufield Road from Meadowbrook Road End 

The Association would ask that the Beaufield Road be designated a “Slow Zone” with a 30km/h 
speed limit and that the traffic calming signs at either entry point of the Beaufield Estate be 
replaced with the “Slow Zone” signs that are already present in Carton Court and Leinster 
Street in Maynooth (Image 3). This reduction in the speed limit from 50km/h to 30km/h is also 
in line with Jake’s Law and is also in line with 3.1.1 of the Part 8 Report which encourages 
traffic calming and enforcing low traffic spends in urban areas.  



 

Image 3 – Slow Zone signage at the entrance to Carton Court, Maynooth 

This signage would serve to remind motorists that they are travelling through a residential area 
where not only will pedestrians and cyclists have prioritised crossings but also that children at 
play may also be in the vicinity. 

The above request is also in line with the 2.1 Project Aims and Objectives of the Part 8 Report 
which is to improve safety for vulnerable road users, including a reduction in vehicle speeds.  

The report highlights that based on the traffic survey of the road in September 2021, 85%ile 
speed of the vehicles was 43km/h which is alarming in a residential area with several speed 
bumps and a pedestrian crossing. 

  

 

 



2. Estate Signage 

As mentioned above, when Beaufield was originally constructed, it was planned that the estate 
would be a cul-de-sac with a single entry point from the Newtown Road. As such all the signage 
marking the names of the individual cul-de-sacs face towards traffic coming in from the 
Newtown Road only. While some of these signs are still present, many are damaged, only the 
stands of some of the signs remain or the signage is missing entirely (images 4 and 5). 

 

Image 4 – Beaufield Avenue Sign facing Newtown Road 

 

Image 5 – Damage Beaufield Close sign stand missing sign facing Newtown Road 



Given the location of these old signs, they are most likely going to be needed to be removed to 
facilitate the provision of the proposed protected cycle tack and footways on both sides of the 
Beaufield Road. To aid the completeness of the works, we are asking that new naming signs 
be added adjacent to the footpaths at the end of each cul-de-sac. We feel this would unify and 
complete the works, contribute to the pride of the estate, and remind all users of the road 
(motorists, cyclists, walkers) that this is a residential area. 

This request ties in with 2.2 Design Principles of the Part 8 Report which highlights that the 
attractiveness of the route and that it should be well maintained with landscaping. Given that 
the green space landscaping is maintained by the Association it would be viewed as a great 
sign of good will for the signs to be replaced with something matching the standards of the 
proposed scheme.   

The one exception to this would be the Beaufield Rock which is located at the entrance to the 
estate on the Newtown Road and is maintained by residents in Beaufield Lawns with floral 
arrangements present throughout the year (image 6). From the drawings provided as part of the 
proposed Cycle Scheme we believe that the protected cycle track will start beyond the rocks 
current location and it will not require being moved.  

 

Image 6 – Beaufield Rock at Newtown Road entrance to Beaufield Road. 

Replacing of these signs would do much to improve the aesthetic of the estate not to mention 
being of great benefit to those trying to conduct business in the estate such as couriers, food 
delivery drivers or census enumerators. They would also be of great benefit to visitors of 
residents in the estate who often get confused between the different cul-de-sacs.  



3. Trees 

The Association notes form the Part 8 Report that a targeted tree survey was undertaken and 
that the advice of an arboriculturist was sought. We welcome the fact that overall the proposed 
scheme has a net gain of trees.  

Many of the trees along the central road in Beaufield are quite tall and overall there is a ‘mature’ 
aesthetic to the road and its surrounds. The Association would request that it be ensured that 
the new proposed trees to be planted be either of a certain maturity to ensure they have a 
sufficient chance of survival or where saplings are to be planted, that their growth is monitored 
for several years until they reach a level of maturity that is enough to ensure their survival.  

We want to ensure that the replacement trees are big enough to add to estate rather than being 
small saplings of just a few years old.  The failure rate of young trees can vary and we would 
like to see the council assist with replacing any trees that do die in the first few years after 
planting. 

 

Summary 

• BARA welcomes the proposed Cycle Scheme 
• BARA Requests consideration is taken to recognise the residential nature of Beaufield 

Road by reducing the proposed speed limit to 30km/h and erecting “Slow Zone” 
signage as used elsewhere in Maynooth. 

• To aid the completeness of the works, BARA are asking that new naming signs for each 
of the cul-de-sacs be added adjacent to the footpaths at the end of each cul-de-sac.  

• BARA ask that any new trees that are planted be mature or supported in a manner that 
they are likely to thrive with replacement trees planted if any trees die in the first few 
years after planting. 

 

Gary O’Daly 
Treasurer,  
Beaufield Area Residents’ Association, 
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c/o 6 Griffin Rath Manor 
Maynooth 
Co. Kildare 
 
5 May 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Re: Planning Submission by Maynooth Community Council on behalf of Council Members 
 
Ref: Planning Application Reference P82022.06 
 
Dear Sir or Madam,  
 
Maynooth Community Council is a voluntary group representing Residents' Associations and Voluntary 
Groups in Maynooth. The Planning and Development Sub-Committee of Maynooth Community Council 
broadly welcomes the proposed cycle scheme referenced above and supports all measures undertaken to 
promote and facilitate active travel in our community. We welcome the moves to create and provide 
greater connectivity between cycle/pedestrian networks in our town thus creating a more sustainable, 
safe and healthy means of accessing schools, shopping, sporting and leisure facilities within Maynooth. 
These positive measures will greatly assist and encourage greater use of walking and cycling and a 
consequent reduction in carbon emitting car usage particularly for shorter car journeys. This will not 
only benefit our general health and wellbeing but will also help in our efforts to become a more carbon 
neutral town. 
 
We wish to make the following observations on behalf of our members.  
 

1. We wish to express our disappointment and note that the planning and design does not make 
provision for the installation of a cycle path continuing on from the short stretch of cycle path 
already in place on the Newtown Road outside the Castle Dawson estate and linking in to the 
proposed cycle track which is to commence at the Newtown Road end of Beaufield Road. The 
stretch of public roadway in this location leading to the Bond Bridge cycle track is extremely 
dangerous and completely discourages cycling in this area. Parents can not realistically 
encourage or allow their children cycle to school, sporting or recreational activities on this lethal 
section of road thus increasing car usage. This area is heavily populated with young families who 
would appreciate a cycle track scheme that promotes the health, safety and wellbeing of their 
children.  
Drivers travelling on the Rathcoffey Road do not, as a matter of course, observe the 50km/h 
speed limit and as a rule make no allowances for cyclists. The Newtown Road also leads to the 
Maynooth Town Football Club and the aim should be to put measures in place that provide for 
safe passage for vunerable road users and promote active travel to this sports facility. It makes no 
sense that this particular issue is not addressed at this planning stage as to delay in to the future 
will only incur increased costs. 
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2. It is noted that a large number of trees will be removed on the Meadowbrook Road and into 

Beaufield Road to accommodate the installation of the cycle way. In addition the wooden 
fencing on Beaufield Road (opposite the shopping centre) is to be stepped back which will result 
in the uprooting of what is now a fairly mature native hedgerow. This hedgerow was planted by 
Maynooth Tidy Towns volunteers and a number of residents from Beaufield Estate as part of the 
“Trees on the Land” planting programme in 2016.  
We would request that all replacement trees are of native species and of good maturity to ensure 
that the area does not take on the sterile appearance of the cycle/pedestrian paths on Bond Bridge 
which are totally lacking in character, a character that currently exists on the Meadowbrook and 
Beaufield Roads with their tree lined green areas and verges. We also request that the hedgerow 
is reinstated if space permits. 
Any disturbance of bulb planting schemes in the green areas leading from the Meadowbrook 
Road to the Meadowbrook Link Road should be made good with replanting of similar schemes if 
any bulbs are removed. These bulb planting schemes were planted by Maynooth Tidy Towns 
Volunteers in autumn 2020. 
 

3. Beaufield Estate is made up of a series of cul-de-sacs which are accessed via the Beaufield Road 
which splits the Estate. The Beaufield Road is also a feeder road for traffic traversing Maynooth. 
Traffic volumes can be quite high and speed, despite the presence of traffic calming measures, is 
a major concern. The greens on either side of the Beaufield Road are used by children on the 
estate particularly during the summer months. It is noted that the proposed speed limit for 
Beaufield Road is 50km/h. We support the Beaufield Residents in their request to have this road 
designated a “Slow Zone” with the appropriate 30km/h signage installed at both ends of the 
Beaufield Road.  This would serve as a reminder to motorists that they are travelling through a 
residential area and also improve the safety of vunerable road users which includes cyclists. 
We also support the residents request to have the cul-de-sac identification signage upgraded as 
part of the installation of the cycle path through the estate. Many of the signs are damaged or 
nonexistent which makes road identification impossible.  

 
Overall we welcome this positive development in our town and look forward to seeing further such 
developments that provide safe, active and sustainable travel routes for all our community to enjoy. 

  
 
Yours faithfully,   
 
Mary Jennings 
Maynooth Community Council  













COMHAIRLE CONTAE CHILL DARA 

KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL 

Record of Executive Business and Chief Executive’s Orders 
 

Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Part XAB 
Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) – Part 8 

Meadowbrook Cycle Scheme 

Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening Determination 
 
Pursuant to the requirements of the above, Kildare County Council is proposing to construct a cycle 
scheme at Meadowbrook Road and Beaufield Close, Maynooth, Co. Kildare. The Scheme, known as 
the ‘Meadowbrook Cycle Scheme’, shall consist of the following: 
Meadowbrook Road  
The construction along Meadowbrook Road will involve the installation of northbound and 
southbound to standard Raised Cycle Lanes / Tracks (as per National Cycle Manual (NCM) 
4.3.2/4.3.4), parallel to the carriageway, with parallel to-standard footpaths; with sections of 
realigned footpath to reduce the impact on trees insofar as possible. 
 
Beaufield Close  
The construction along Beaufield Close will consist of northbound and southbound cycle tracks 
behind verges, parallel to the carriageway with generally parallel footpaths, with sections of 
realigned footpath to reduce the impact on trees where possible, while providing a facility along the 
route which is in accordance with current standards 
 
A detailed description of the proposed development has been provided in the Section 1.1 of the 
Appropriate Assessment Screening Report prepared by Atkins with full drawings and details 
provided in the Part 8 file.  
 
Having regard to Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and Part XAB of the Planning and Development 
Act 2000 (as amended), the guidance contained in the document entitled “Appropriate Assessment 
of Plans and Projects in Ireland Guidance for Planning Authorities” (published by the Department of 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government in 2009) and following an examination of the objective 
information provided in the “Meadowbrook Cycle Scheme – AA Screening”(the Screening Report) 
prepared by Atkins, Kildare County Council, as the Competent Authority, determines that the 
Meadowbrook Cycle Scheme, individually or in combination with other plans and projects, does not 
have the potential to give rise to likely significant effects on European sites, their conservation 
objectives or integrity, and therefore does not require an Appropriate Assessment. 
 
Key points in the determination  

- The potential for impacts has been assessed using the source – pathway – effect model.  
- One Special Area of Conservation – the Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC Site Code:001398 is 

approximately 2km from the site and it occurs within the potential zone of influence of the 
proposed development.  

- The proposed route alignment does not intersect the Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC. The 
alignment of the proposed route does not encroach into any of the qualifying interest 
habitats associated with the SAC nor does it encroach on habitats that would be utilised by 
the Narrow mouthed Whorl Snail and the Desmoulin’s Whorl Snail. As such there will be no 
direct impacts, such as loss of SAC habitat, as a result of the construction of the project on 
the qualifying interest habitats and species of the SAC. 

- Surface water drainage from the hard-standing areas of the route will utilise existing or new 
gullies and existing or new road drainage networks where appropriate. The alignment of the 
route is along existing roadways and footpaths and as such significant impacts on surface 
water drainage flows are not anticipated from the construction of the route. Some areas of 



the grass verge will need to be removed to facilitate the new footpath on the Meadowbrook 
Road and Beaufield Close. The excavations of the grass verges may provide a pathway for 
entry of soil, silt or sediment to the stream. However, given the nature and scale of the 
proposed scheme, significant effects upon the water quality of the Taghadoe stream – a 
tributary of the SAC – are not considered likely. 

- There is no potential for significant effects on the local groundwater flow regime and 
subsequently on any associated qualifying interest of the Rye Water Vally Carton SAC Site 
Code:001398 

- There is no potential for cumulative impacts on the Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC Site 
Code:001398 or any other European Site. 
 

Therefore a Stage 2: Appropriate Assessment will not be required to inform the project appraisal 
either alone or in combination with other plans or projects, with respect to any Natura 2000 sites 
and their Conservation Objectives. 
 

March 21st 2022 
21st March 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
ORDER: That Kildare County Council as the Competent Authority, having considered the AA 

Screening Report prepared by Atkins, makes a determination that a Stage 2: 
Appropriate Assessment will not be required to inform the Meadowbrook Cycle 
Scheme project, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects, with 
respect to any Natura 2000 sites and their Conservation Objectives. 

 
 
 
 
Date: ___________ 
 
 
 

________________________ 
         Chief Executive 
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COMHAIRLE CONTAE CHILL DARA 

KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL 

Record of Executive Business and Chief Executive’s Orders 
 

Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Part XI 
Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) – Part 8 

 

Meadowbrook Cycle Scheme 

 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Determination 

 

Pursuant to the requirements of the above, Kildare County Council is proposing to construct the 
following a cycle scheme at Meadowbrook Road and Beaufield Close, Maynooth, Co. Kildare. The 
Scheme, known as the ‘Meadowbrook Cycle Scheme’, shall consist of the following: 
Meadowbrook Road  
The construction along Meadowbrook Road will involve the installation of northbound and 
southbound to standard Raised Cycle Lanes / Tracks (as per National Cycle Manual (NCM) 
4.3.2/4.3.4), parallel to the carriageway, with parallel to-standard footpaths; with sections of 
realigned footpath to reduce the impact on trees insofar as possible. 
 
Beaufield Close  
The construction along Beaufield Close will consist of northbound and southbound cycle tracks 
behind verges, parallel to the carriageway with generally parallel footpaths, with sections of 
realigned footpath to reduce the impact on trees where possible, while providing a facility along the 
route which is in accordance with current standards 
 
A detailed description of the proposed development has been provided in the Section 3.2.1 of the 
Environmental Impact Screening Report prepared by Atkins with full drawings and details provided 
in the Part 8 file.  
 
 
Having regard to EIA Directive 2011/92/EU as amended by Directive 2014/52/EU (the EIA Directive), 
the guidance contained in: “Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Guidance for Consent 
Authorities regarding Sub-Threshold Development” (published by the Department of Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government in 2003); “Environmental Impact - Assessment of Projects - Guidance 
on Screening” (published by  the European Commission in 2017); “Guidelines for Planning Authorities 
and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment” (published by the 
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government in 2018); and on the basis of the objective 
information provided in the “Meadowbrook Cycle Scheme Environmental Impact Assessment 
Screening Report”(the Screening Report) prepared by Atkins, Kildare County Council, as the 
Competent Authority, determines that the Meadowbrook Cycle Scheme, individually, and in 
combination with other plans and projects, does not require and Environmental Impact Assessment. 
 
It is considered that the Screening Report has been carried out giving full consideration to the EIA 
Directive and in particular to Annex I, II and III of that Directive, which set out requirements for 
mandatory and sub-threshold EIA. 
 
As the proposed Meadowbrook Cycle Scheme is sub-threshold, it has, therefore, been assessed on a 
case-by-case basis in accordance with the criteria for determining whether or not a development 
would or would not be likely to have significant effects on the environment as outlined within Annex 
III of the EIA Directive. 



 
It is further considered that the Screening Report contains a fair and reasonable assessment of the 
likelihood of significant effects of the proposed project on the environment, having regard to the 
foregoing and in particular: 

 The size and design of the whole project; 

 Cumulation with other existing and/or proposed projects; 

 The use of natural resources, in particular land, soil, water and biodiversity; 

 The production of waste; 

 Pollution and nuisance; 

 The risk of major accidents and/or disasters which are relevant to the project concerned, 
including those caused by climate change, in accordance with scientific knowledge; and 

 The risk to human health (for example due to water contamination or air pollution). 
 
Section 3 of the report provides a reasonable description and assessment of the types and 
characteristics of the potential impacts of the proposed development.  
 
It is considered that the environmental effects arising from the proposed project will generally be 
localised, minor in nature and occur principally during the construction phase. I concur with the 
conclusion and recommendation of the screening report that the proposed development is not likely 
to have significant adverse impacts to the receiving environment and does not require an 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report to be prepared or an Environmental Impact Assessment to 
be conducted. 
 
 

March 21st 2022 
 
21st March 2022 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  



ORDER: That Kildare County Council as the Competent Authority having considered the EIA 
Screening Report prepared by Atkins, hereby makes a determination that the 
proposed Meadowbrook Cycle Scheme would not be likely to have significant effects 
on the environment and that the proposed project does not require an Environmental 
Impact Assessment. 

 
 
 
 
Date: ___________ 
 
 
 

________________________ 
         Chief Executive 
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